Scholarship Fund — Applicant Guide
Brian & Patricia Giese Foundation
About the Scholarship Fund
The Brian & Patricia Giese Scholarship Fund is more than a scholarship; it's a shared commitment. We invest in graduating seniors whose lives reflect Christian faith, academic excellence, character, and a heart for serving others, because we believe removing financial barriers frees a student to focus on what matters most: their education, their growth, and their purpose.
This isn't a transaction. It's an expression of confidence in who you are becoming, and an investment in where your education can take you. In return, we ask only that you bring your best effort, stay engaged in your community, and keep us in the loop as your journey unfolds.
What the Scholarship Fund Provides
1. Tuition and required fees, paid directly to Anne Arundel Community College (AACC) each semester once enrollment is confirmed.
1. A formal Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the recipient and Brian & Patricia Giese Foundation, setting out the shared expectations of the partnership going forward — similar in spirit to a family agreement, not a list of demands.
What We Ask of You
Recipients agree to a few simple commitments in return for this support:
1. Enroll full-time and stay on track to complete your program at AACC.
1. Bring your best effort to your coursework, and ask for help when you need it.
1. Stay involved in a faith-based or service-oriented community throughout your time in the program.
1. Communicate openly with Brian & Patricia Giese Foundation about your progress each semester.
These expectations are set out more fully in the MOU each recipient signs upon selection.
What We Look For
The Brian & Patricia Giese Foundation Selection Committee evaluates every applicant on the same four qualities:
1. Faith and Christian character
1. Financial need
1. Academic excellence
1. Leadership and service within faith-based communities
Eligibility
Graduating Seniors (Anne Arundel County)
The Scholarship Fund is for students entering college for the first time. To apply, you must:
1. Be a person of faith graduating from a high school within Anne Arundel County, Maryland.
1. Be applying to an academic degree program (for example, Nursing, Engineering, Mathematics, or Science).
1. Be accepted as a full-time student, enrolled in at least 12 credits per semester.
1. Hold a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale to be eligible.
1. Show significant community service through a faith-based organization, such as your church or another faith-based community.
1. Demonstrate financial need.
1. Submit SAT, ACT, or IQ test scores.
1. Be available for a virtual finalist interview, if selected.
1. Submit a complete application at least 60 days prior to the start of your enrollment term, including an official high school transcript and three letters of recommendation — at least one from a faith-based leader, such as a pastor, ministry leader, or campus ministry advisor.
How to Apply
1. Confirm you meet the eligibility requirements above.
1. Gather your required documents: high school transcript, SAT/ACT/IQ test scores, and three letters of recommendation.
1. Submit your complete application through the Scholarship Fund portal, at least 60 days before your enrollment term begins.
1. If selected as a finalist, be available for a virtual interview.
1. Applicants are notified of the Committee's decision after finalist interviews are complete. If selected, you will receive an award notification and a Memorandum of Understanding outlining the terms.
Frequently Asked Questions
Is the Scholarship Fund the same as the Scholarship I have heard about?
Yes.
Do I need to already be a strong student to apply?
Yes.
What counts as a faith-based organization for my letter of recommendation or service hours?
Examples include a church, a campus or youth ministry, groups like YoungLife, or Fellowship of Christian Athletes or other parachurches. If you are unsure whether your community fits, reach out to us — we are glad to help.
Can I apply if I plan to attend a college other than AACC?
No, the Scholarship Fund is designed specifically to support students residing in and attending school in  Anne Arundel, and funds are paid directly to AACC.
What happens after I submit my application?
The Selection Committee reviews every application. Selected finalists are invited to a virtual interview, and all applicants are notified of a decision after interviews are complete.

Questions about the program or your eligibility? Reach out to Brian & Patricia Giese Foundation at [scholarship@giesefoundation.org] — we're glad to help.
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